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Infrastructure, new retail on city’s list of 2013 projects

By Eric Robinette

FAIRFIELD — After a year of large business projects in 2012, economic development projects in the offing for 2013 have more to do with
infrastructure and small retail, said Greg Kathman, the economic development director.

Those include projects already announced, such as a Kroger fuel station slated for the corner of Pleasant Avenue and Nilles Road, which is
expected to be ready in the first half of 2013, Kathman said. There will also be a Dollar General store opening this year at the intersection of
River Road and Patterson Drive, also in the first six months of the year.

These projects are much smaller than many undertaken in 2012, including the development of the new Huffman Park off of John Gray Road
and the Joe Nuxhall Miracle League fields for disabled baseball players. But those and other projects will have an economic impact as they
generate more money for the city, Kathman said.

“It's hard to predict other ones that will come up, because companies make their own plans,” he said.

On the whole, though, statistics indicate that the Fairfield economy is rebounding. In 2009, as the recession commercial building permit
valuations totaled $10.6 million, For 2012, that number more than doubled to $22.5 million, Kathman said.

“We’re a small enough city that a couple of big projects will skew our numbers, so we’re careful about putting a lot of weight on that. But
overall the trend is good,” he said.

Scheduled for 2013 is a widening of Seward Road, one of the city’s industrial areas, where Western States Machine Company relocated from
Hamilton, bringing with it 67 jobs and promising to add at least 24 in the next three years. Construction on that facility began late last year.

Mayor Ron D’Epifanio will have his last year in office, as his term ends next January. He said Fairfield is in good shape financially, thanks
partly to voters agreeing to pass an income tax reapportionment that boosted the percent of money to the general fund.

“Being business friendly is at the top of our list, and our spending is very frugal. We’re on solid footing financially,” he said.
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