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Slight hike still finds City rates lowest in region
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After years of planning, the widening of
Bypass 4 through Fairfield, Hamilton
and Fairfield Township is set to become

a reality beginning this year.  Already,
relocation of utilities has begun, with road
crews ready to begin construction in the
spring.  The first segment of the roadway to
see construction will be the south end of the
Bypass from State Route 4 to just south of
Symmes Road.  Significant improvements to
the intersection with Hamilton-Mason Road
will follow in the summer.  Construction of
the Symmes Road intersection is planned for
the fall.

Through cooperative planning by the City of
Fairfield and Butler County Transportation
Improvement District (TID), the SR 4
Bypass will be widened to four lanes from SR
4 to SR 129.  A six lane section will run
from Symmes Road to Tylersville Road.  A

“superstreet” intersection design will be
utilized for the intersections of the Bypass
with Hamilton-Mason, Tylersville and
Symmes Roads.

Within the City of Fairfield, the intersection
of the Bypass and Port Union Road will be
widened; the intersection of the Bypass with
State Route 4/Ross Road will be modified to
utilize a new “diversion road” that will split
the traffic between multiple intersections,
improving the flow of traffic.  More
information on this design will be available
at the City’s website once detailed drawings
are completed.

In addition to the widening between SR 4
and SR 129, the TID is working on a
potential plan for lanes north of Rt. 129.
The initial widening, however, will only
involve the Bypass to the south of SR 129.

Bypass 4 widening work to begin this spring!

The City of Fairfield has consistently been
ranked among communities in
southwest Ohio with the lowest water

and sewer rates.  Out of 63 southwest Ohio
area cities, Fairfield had the second lowest
combined rate in the region for 2009.  

Water and
sewer rates are
calculated so
that utility bills
not only pay
for the cost of
services, but
also for
expected major
improvements
to ensure the
system continues to serve residents into the
future.

Because costs increase, water rates are
reviewed and slightly adjusted every three to
five years.  During 2008, City Council
adopted a four-year rate structure for water,
sewer and trash services which included small

increases to offset higher costs of operation.

During 2010, residents will see a slight
increase of rates as the four-year rate
adjustment plan enters its third year.  Even
with the increases, Fairfield will continue to
offer rates among the lowest in the region.

The average utility bill in 2010 will increase
$2.57 to $53.79 per month for 7,500 gallons
of water. Utility bills include charges for
water, sewer usage and trash collection.

The new rates reflect a $0.21 monthly
increase for the minimum charge for water,
resulting in a minimum water charge of
$7.68. The minimum sewer charge will
increase by $0.51 to $10.74; solid waste
charges will increase by $0.81 to $10.35 per
month.

While the rate structure includes the costs for
operating the water and sewer systems,
residents pay only a portion of the actual cost
for trash collection.  Fairfield’s annual cost for
trash collection in 2009 was $2.2 million, of

which only $1.5 million was covered by
charges to each household on utility bills.

Similar slight adjustments in utility bills are
also planned for 2011, the final year of the
four-year rate adjustment.

It may be cold outside, but spring is
around the corner and yard projects will
be in full swing.  If those yard projects

result in a significant pile of brush and
limbs, residents may want to take advantage
of the City’s monthly curbside pick-ups,
which can be arranged by calling the Public
Works Department at 867-4200 or making
an email request to publicworks@fairfield-
city.org. Requests must include the resident’s
name, address and a telephone number.

The service begins April 5, with each section
of the City included in a monthly round of
curbside pick-ups.  Pick-ups are made in
areas west of Pleasant Avenue the first week
(starting the first Monday) of the month.
Areas between Pleasant and Winton Road
are served in the second week.  On the third
week of the month, pick-ups are made in
areas east of Winton Road.  The service is
available by request through October.

Service must be scheduled at least one week
in advance since crews prepare pickup routes
through neighborhoods.

Brush/Limb Pick-up Guidelines: 
n Limbs must be at least six feet long, but

no more than six inches in diameter.  (All
debris is processed through a chipper
which cannot safely accommodate limbs
larger than six inches.)  

n Branches shorter than six feet in length
must be placed in cans, or tied and
bundled with other brush.

n Bundles must weigh no more than 60
pounds and be tied using a natural fiber,
biodegradable cord (cotton, linen or
twine).  Bundles tied with wire, plastic or
nylon cord cannot be picked up.

n Brush deposited into cans cannot contain
rocks or other materials since they can
cause damage when run through the
chipper or cause serious injury to the
operators. 

n Bundles and limbs must be placed at the
edge of the street, but not beyond the
curb or on the pavement.  

n Pickups are limited to once per month
per household.

Other Options
Small quantities of debris can be placed at
the curb for free pick-up by Rumpke on the
day of regular trash service.  Residents may
also drop off brush and limbs (up to four
inches in diameter) on Groh Lane near
Waterworks Park on the second Saturday of
each month from 8 a.m. to noon.  The
limbs are mulched for use in City parks.
(Residents can bring a container for the mulch
and take it
with them. if
desired, for
use around
their gardens.)

Operation
Dump Truck
For large jobs, residents may also arrange for
a “dump box” or City dump truck to be left
at their residence.  When filled, the City will
remove the unit and dispose of the contents.  
Visit www.fairfield-city.org or call 867-
4200 for more details.

Here’s how to dispose of limbs & brush

West end of Magie 
to get Fairfield water

By summer, all residents on Magie
Avenue to the west of Pleasant Avenue
will receive their water service from

Fairfield.  Until now, Hamilton has been
providing service to the 50 homes.  Since
Hamilton rates are higher than Fairfield’s, a
subsidy has been paid to Hamilton to
provide the service, requiring manual
accounting to keep records in balance.

Once a main is connected in the spring,
residents will receive Fairfield water.  Those
involved will receive more information by
mail.


