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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – April 17, 2020

Fairfield Parks and Recreation Department, through a generous donation from Duke Energy, will celebrate the 50th anniversary of Earth Day with a “virtual” ceremonial tree planting

[bookmark: _Hlk335396]Fairfield, OH — The Fairfield Parks and Recreation Department, through a generous donation from Duke Energy, will celebrate the 50th anniversary of Earth Day with a “virtual” ceremonial tree planting. Due to the COVID-19 crisis, only a limited number of staff will be on-site (while practicing physical distancing) to bring you the celebration remotely through a Facebook Live feed. The Parks and Recreation Facebook Live event will take place at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, April 22. 

Duke Energy has partnered with the Department in this celebration for the last five years as Earth Day is an extremely important day to celebrate for both organizations, who take great strides in protecting our environment and social responsibilities. During this world crisis, now more than ever, it is of the utmost importance to exhibit this commitment to our community.

The first Earth Day on April 22, 1970 activated 20 million Americans from all walks of life and is widely credited with launching the modern environmental movement. Growing out of the first Earth Day, Earth Day Network (EDN) works with tens of thousands of partners in 192 countries to broaden, diversify, and mobilize the environmental movement. More than 1 billion people now participate in Earth Day activities each year, making it the largest civic observance in the world. For more information visit www.earthday.org

For additional information regarding this Facebook Live event, please visit the city’s Parks and Recreation Department web site at www.FairfieldOH.gov/Parks. 
###
The City of Fairfield maintains 41 parks and recreation facilities totaling 845 acres, including; an 18-hole championship golf course, a 9-hole executive golf course, a Community Arts Center, a 7-acre dog park and trail head expansion, an aquatic center, an 1817 farm mansion, a 60-acre lake, 75 acres of nature preserve, 14 miles of bike/hike paths and two historical cemeteries. The Parks and Recreation staff conducts hundreds of special programs and events every year, enhancing the quality of life experiences for thousands of residents and visitors. For more information, visit www.fairfieldoh.gov/parks, and like or follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/FairfieldParks.
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This is the new Duke Energy logo. It should only be used for stories specifically pertaining to the logo change.
The existing “red D" logo should be used until April 2013 for all other stories pertaining to Duke Energy.
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